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• Roma actually living in Italy are characterized by the heterogeneity of

groups, dialects and specific linguistic varieties and cultures

• According to the Council of Europe’s data and the principal Italian Roma

associations, about 170-180,000 RGT people is actually living in Italy.

• A majority of them (about 60 %) is composed by Italian citizens.

• The percentage of the Roma children under the age of 16 (45%) is three

times higher than the national average (15%) for the same age group.

(National Strategy for the inclusion of RGT communities, 2012)

• If we consider the hypotheses of numerous NGOs, over 30,000 Roma

children should be in compulsory schooling

Roma population in Italy



Minimum estimate Maximum estimate

Total Population 120.000 100 180.000 100

1-18 years 72.000,00 60% 108.000 60%

0-5 years 21.600 30% 32.400 30%

6-14 years 33.840 47% 50.760 47%

15-18 years 16.560 23% 24.840 23%

Average RSC Average Italy

0-16 yearsr 45% 15%

Roma population in Italy



Roma pupils

School years Preschool

Primary

school

Middle 

school

Secondary

school Total



• Three categories of subjects with different rights:

• Italian citizens

• European Union member state nationals

• non-EU citizens

• In addition to these, there are

stateless persons and refugees. 

• Althought they have foreign nationality,

many young people 

were born and raised in Italy.

Legal status



• Three categories of subjects with different rights:

• Italian citizens

• European Union member state nationals

• non-EU citizens

• In addition to these, there are

stateless persons and refugees. 

• Althought they have foreign nationality,

many young people 

were born and raised in Italy.

Legal status



• L. n. 482 of 1999 on the protection of linguistic minorities
does not recognize the Roma and Sinti groups

• There are regional laws that recognize these groups and
regulate their lifestyles (Emilia Romagna L15/2015)

• The regional legislation concerning Roma and Sinti adopt
instruments that comply with those established by the
national law of 1999.

• 8 regions do not have any legislative discipline

• In the remaining regions there are inhomogeneous
disciplines that regulate the management of camps and
various cultural initiatives to support groups often defined
as nomads.

• These disciplines remained unaltered due to the
exhaustion of financial resources

Legal status



• More then 40.000 People live in precarious conditions in
camps

• Roma camps were created with the idea that the Roma
are nomadic people, but they no longer are

• Roma camps increased in the 1980s and 1990s to
respond to the populations coming from ex-Yugoslavia,
before and after the war

• Initially they were set up as temporary sites, but later
became permanent.

Camps/living condition



Authorised camps 
 in locations established by the

local authority (municipality)

 Generally they are equipped

with electricity and water

 They run from well-kept

camps, regulated by the

municipal administration and

co-managed by the families, to

camps with only basic services

which offer living conditions on

the verge of viability

Different types of camps 



Unauthorised camps

Different types of camps 

 Occupied unlawfully

where the families

autonomously build

huts and manage the

area.

 These camps are

sometimes very large,

and after a few years

they are cleared by

force.



• In Italy, the project is developed in the cities of

Bologna and Bari (North and South Italy). 

• These cities differ in terms of inclusion of Roma children and

social policies implemented.

• The referred Roma communities are also different, as in

Bologna there are a majority of Roma Sinti (Italian citizens)

and in Bari a majority of Roma from Romania and former

Yugoslavia.

Local choiceLocal choice



Bari

• the municipality has recorded 5 unauthorised settlements with between 350 and

500 people, a third of whom are minors.

•

• There are also numerous temporary settlements (shacks, tents, squats…) in the

industrial area and surrounding countryside.

•

• According to the data in the last MIUR report (2014-2015) 79 Romani children

aged between 6 and 14 are registered at school.

• Considering the number of children present in the settlements, as recorded by both

the local municipal administration and the associations running activities with the

Romani communities, there is a high rate of non-attendance, as well as truancy by

attending children.

• Moreover, the percentage of Romani pupils who are not admitted to subsequent

school years is much higher than that of other pupils

Local choice



Bologna 

• there are 3 authorised settlements (camps), managed directly by the

municipality of Bologna through collaboration with the third sector, with a

population of around 300 people, as recorded by the local administration.

• Roma and Sinti families also live in public housing provided by the social

services.

• Some groups also live in unauthorised settlements, some of which are

supported by the social services working to provide stable housing.

• According to the data in the last MIUR report (2014-2015) 121 Romani

children aged between 6 and 14 are registered at school. Also in this

context, a significant rate of non-attendance and abandonment is

recorded.

Local choice


